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SETVICE:

o LVE IN NOVATO

Gen.Burns To Take Over
Command From McColpin

\izjor General Itobert w.
urns will succeed Major Gen-
ral Carroll W, MeColpin as
arth Air Force commander
ha change of command cere-
oy Friday afternoon at llam-
ton Air Force Base.
Gen, Burns comes to Hamil-
1 from Seymour Johnson Air
orce Base, North Carolina,
fere he headed the Tactical
ir Command’s 19th Air Force
ince April 1967,
Gen, McColpin, a World War
fighter ace and former mem-
r of Britain's famed Ameri-
an Eagle Squadrons, will retire
uring formal ceremonies after
elinquishing his post with the
erospace Defense Command’s
ourth Air Force, headquarter-
at Hamilton,
FLIGHT LINE
The change of command and
elirement ceremonies will be
eld on the Hamilton (light line
nd will feature a fly-by of the
ttical aircraft assigned with
e Fourth Air Force. Among
e dignitaries scheduled to at-
are General Raymond J.
ieeves, commander-in-chief of
e North American Air Defense
ommand, and Lieutenant Gen-
al Arthur C, Agan Jr,, com-
ander of the Air Force's
erospace Defense Command.
.A native of Nettleton, Missis-
ifpi, Gen. Burns earned his
ings and commission through
e Army Air Corps’ aviation
L program at Kelly Field,
exas in 1939, During World
far I, he flew 24 combat mis-
ions inB-17 Flying Fortresses
ver Europe,
The new commander has also
erved three previous tours
ith the Aerospace Defense
ommand - at McChord Air
orce Base, Washington, 1954—
; Headquarters ADC, Colo-
0 Springs, Colorado, 1958
¥ and Tyndall Air Force Base,
orida, 196265,
28 YEARS
af::; :Lcstso'l pin's military
from Propcllelr)d::fd s
-Uriven Spitfires

MAJ. GEN. BURNS
New Commander

to today’s supersonic jet inter=
ceptors.

A self-taught pilot, he volun-
teered for duty with the Royal
Air Force in November 1940,

The American Eagle Squad-
rons — the World War II
counterpart of the Great War's
Lafayette Escadrille — were
made up of Americans who
fought Germany in the skies
over the BritishIsles before the
United States entered the war.

As their ranks grew, the
Eagles were formed into three
squadrons equipped with British
Spitfires and Hurricanes. It was
one of these, Squadron 133, that
Gen. McColpin, then a squadron
leader (equivalent of a U.S, Air
Force major) in Royal Air
Foree blue, was to lead.

73 DESTROYED

During the erucial daysof the
Battle of Britain, the Eagles
destroyed 73-1/2 enemy air-
craft,

In September 1942, after the
United States entered the war,

Gen. MeColpin and most of his
fellow Eagles exchanged their
British-built fighters for U.S,
P-47 Thunderbolts and P-51
Mustangs and donned the pink
trousers and green tunics of the
U.S. Army Air Force.

Gen. McColpin led his new
unit, the U,S, 366th Fighter
Squadron, into aerial engage-
ments for three months and was
then reassigned to the United
States — ending two years of
continuous combat duty.

Back inthe States, the general

trained fledgling fighter pilots, °

Thirteen months later, as a
lieutenant colonel commanding
the 404th Fighter Group, he
returned to combat in Europe.
The group flew top cover during
the Normandy D-Day landings,
supported the St. Lo break=

through and the Allied driveinto -
Belgium and saw action in

fighter supportduring the Battle
of the Bulge,

With the war's end, Gen.
MeColpin had flown 280 miss
sions in his 36 months of combat
duty. He was credited with 11
aerial victories and three pro-

bables against the enemy, and

with damaging 14 ememy air-
craft on the ground.

Gen. McColpin came to Ham-
ilton in October 1964, first as
vice commander and then as
commander of the 28th Air
Division — the forerunner of the
Fourth Air Force. In April 1966,
when ADC's Fourth Air Force

was reactivated at Hamilton, he .

was named its commander,
During his 28-year military
career, Gen. McColpin has

commanded 13 different organi- ]

zations and has received a total
of 21 decorations from four
governments.,

After his retirement, he will
settle in Novato at 205 Country
Club Drive with his wife, Joan,
and two daughters, Carol W, and
Mary Patricia. His future plans
are undecided,

Gen. Burns, his wife, Ruth,
and three children, Andrew,
Susan and Rebecca, will reside

at Hamilton. ’ el
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